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A recent advertising campaign is 
claiming Nebraska should “get in the 
game” and invest more in wind en-

ergy. But serving Nebraskans with reliable 
electricity is NOT a game.

At Nebraska Public Power District, we 
believe a diverse resource energy mix pro-
vides customers with the most affordable 
and reliable energy. Today, 40 percent of 
the energy we produce is carbon-free due 
to NPPD’s investments in nuclear, hydro 
AND wind energy across the state. This en-
ergy, which is owned by Nebraskans, is the 
best carbon-free percentage in the region.

Guest Editorial

NPPD’s retail residential electric rates are 
more than 11 percent below Iowa’s. Our 
power generating facilities meet or exceed 
ALL environmental and air quality emission 
standards. And, we have been proactive in 
adding additional emission control equip-
ment to further reduce emissions, some 
more than 50 to 75 percent below the 
facilities’ federally allotted emission rate.

The coal we buy from neighboring Wyo-
ming is low in sulfur content, which is 
better for the environment, and helps bring 
hundreds, or even thousands, of jobs to 
Nebraska. This nearby resource helps 
Gerald Gentleman Station, our largest 
generating facility, produce some of the 
lowest-cost power in the country for more 
than 600,000 Nebraskans.

Today, the public power industry in Nebras-
ka employs around 6,000 Nebraskans. To 
imply a total of 14,000 jobs could be cre-
ated in the state just by adding more wind 
generation, as claimed by the advertising 
campaign, would mean more than doubling 
the industry’s current workforce.

Nebraska is not Iowa. We use a public 
model to serve customers, and we are not 
receiving the benefit of tax incentives for 
wind projects paid by the public through 
taxes charged to them outside of their elec-
tric rates. During the federal government’s 
2011 fiscal year, credits for electricity pro-
duction from renewable resources amount-
ed to $5.3 billion. Those dollars come from 
the pockets of every U.S. taxpayer.

Public power exists to serve Nebraskans, 
and we are mandated to provide low-cost 
power. This service to Nebraskans is NOT a 
game. We respect this state’s land, air and 
water, and use them prudently to meet our 
responsibilities.

By Pat Pope, Nebraska Public Power District President & CEO

(Cedar-Knox PPD affiliation with NPPD is that we purchase power from them to deliver to our customers.)

“We respect this state’s 
land, air and water, and 
use them prudently to 

meet our responsibilities.”

The ad ignores the fact NPPD and many 
other Nebraska utilities have goals to 
further increase power production from 
wind energy. At NPPD, our current goal is to 
produce 10 percent of our energy require-
ments from renewable energy by 2020. By 
the end of 2014, we will have partnered to 
receive the output from seven, new wind 
facilities in the state and will be more 
than 80 percent of our goal. Another fact: 
These seven wind projects are among 12 
that public power utilities will have made 
possible across our state by the end of next 
year. These additions to Nebraska’s public 
power system were made at a pace our 
customers CAN AFFORD.

Nebraska’s electric rates are more than 15 
percent below the national average, and 

Here are some quick facts:
•	 Fact. Wind is a great resource and is 

one of many energy sources we use. 
But it does not blow all the time and 
requires back up resources, especially 
on still, hot summer days. 

•	 Fact. Nebraska’s residential rates are 
lower than Iowa’s.

•	 Fact. Nebraska’s public power utilities 
will not play a shell game with Ne-
braska’s resources or its people. 

Dylan Becker, age 4, died July 4th, 2013  
in an accident.

He was the son of Eric and Miranda Becker.  
Eric is a Journeyman Lineman at  
Cedar-Knox PPD.  

Words cannot express 
our sympathies to Eric, 
Miranda, brother Owen, 
and their family. Our 
prayers are with you 
always.
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As of Tuesday Sept. 3  
hours will again be

Monday-Friday  
8:00 am to 4:30 pm

- NOTICE - 
Summer Hours Ending
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Suzanne Krause Retirement
Suzanne Krause who recently celebrated 
25 years of service to CKPPD, has now 
retired. Suzanne was currently holding the 
position of Benefits Administrator, and her 
experience will be missed. She relocated 
to Omaha where she looks forward to 
spending more time with her family. We 
thank Suzanne for her dedication to Cedar-
Knox PPD and wish her a happy retirement.

AGREX Coming to Laurel

Cedar-Knox PPD employees recently attended a formal Groundbreaking Ceremony 
hosted by Agrex and the City of Laurel.  Agrex is a grain merchandising company 
based in Overland Park, KS and is a subsidiary of Mitsubishi Corporation in Japan.  

Agrex is in the process of building a facility that will be capable of 1.5 M bushels of grain 
storage in upright slip-form concrete bins, as well as 1M bushels of pit storage.  

Speakers that day were Governor Heineman, Mayor Mark Patefield, Shuji ‘Shu’ Kobayashi 
of Agrex and Greg Guthrie of Burlington Northern Santa Fa Railway.

We congratulate Agrex and the Citizens of Laurel on the prospects of economic develop-
ment that this project will bring. 

New Substation 
Goes On-line

The 2013 Cedar-Knox work plan 
included construction of a new 69 
kV transmission line and a 5,000 

kVa substation several miles north-
west of Hartington. Cedar-Knox crews 
recently completed work on the project 
and the substation was energized. The 
new substation will relieve load from 
several other area substations and will 
be the new feed for the town of Fordyce. 

Congratulations!

Reggie Hochstein Celebrates 20 Years
Reggie Hochstein has completed 20 years 
of employment at Cedar-Knox PPD. He 
currently holds the position of Director 
of Maintenance. He works primarily with 
Transformers and facility upgrades such 
as substations. Reggie’s wife is Mandy and 
they have a 5 year old daughter, Hazel.   
Congratulations Reggie.

NREA Manager Update
Troy Bredenkamp attended and 
spoke at a recent Cedar-Knox PPD 
Board Meeting. He is the new General 
Manager at Nebraska Rural Electric 
Association (NREA). Cedar-Knox 
PPD is a member of this statewide 
organization that offers us many 
resources in the operation of our 
company, including Job Training & 
Safety and legislative representation.


