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In October, 2007 Cedar-Knox PPD 
was the recipient of (REDL&G) Rural 
Economic and Development Grant 
funds which were some of the necessary 
funding for the Providence Medical Cen-
ter Physical Therapy Facility project in 
Laurel, Nebraska.  These federal funds 
along with a $20,000 match of funds 
from Cedar Knox PPD were the start of 
our revolving loan fund (RFL), a pool of 
money used for the purpose of making 
loans to create economic development 
and/or save jobs.  As this initial loan to 
the City of Laurel is in the process of 
repayment, the RLF fund becomes an 
ongoing or “revolving” financial tool. 

Burbach’s Countryside Dairy, LLC 
was the first recipient of this revolving 
fund.  Dean and Lisa Burbach are the 
owners of this business near Hartington, 
Nebraska.  This dairy operation is the 
only on-farm bottler in Nebraska and the 
only bottler that uses returnable glass 
bottles in the State of Nebraska.  This 
three-year old business delivers bottled 
milk to 75 locations in Nebraska, South 
Dakota, and Iowa.  This business uses 
an average of 18,300 kwh per month.  
They have encountered many obstacles 
in this short three-year-period with re-
cord high fuel and feed costs, and record 

low milk prices.
They contacted the Northeast Nebras-

ka Economic Development District (NE-
NEDD) for operating capital, and NE-
NEDD contacted Cedar-Knox as to the 
availability of funds in our revolving loan.  
At the October 6, 2009 board meeting 
the Burbach’s loan application was ap-
proved.  This business will retain seven 
full-time employee jobs with the possibil-
ity of creating one additional job as sales 
increase. 

As the Providence Medical Center 
Physical Therapy Facility project and 
now Burbach’s Countryside Dairy, LLC 
repay the funds advanced, our revolving 
tool will again rebuild to assist and fill 
the gaps that might exist in the local fi-
nancial markets for projects that pro-
mote economic development.  The lend-
ing goal of the RLF program is to assist, 
and the goal of convention lending is 
profit.   Please feel free to visit with us at 
Cedar-Knox PPD about this program. 

November/December 2009 VOL. 09 NO. 6

CEDAR-KNOX PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
P.O. Box 947, HARTINGTON, NEBRASKA 68739

 cedarknoxppd.com

Cedar-Knox revolving loan fund recipients

Energy tip
Cut Loads of Energy While Doing the Laundry

It's easy to cut your energy costs for laundry. 
About 80%-85% of the energy used for 

washing clothes is used to heat the water. 
You can reduce this cost by using less water 
by washing full loads and using cooler water 
and cold-water detergents - switching the 

temperature setting from hot to warm cuts a 
load's energy use in half.
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Congress is debating a plan 
to put Wall Street in charge of
reducing carbon emissions from
the power plants that serve
Nebraska. It's called "cap 
and trade." 

And yes, it would be 
expensive, complicated, and wasteful – and would raise your monthly electric 
bill substantially.

There are better, cost-effective ways to solve the problem, including finding new
ways to conserve electricity or use it more efficiently, using a sensible approach to
wind energy and renewables, and adding more low-emission power plants.
Teaming with our power supplier, we’re working on them all.

Want to know more?

(Insert local website
or phone number or
‘NREA.org’ here.)

(Logo goes here.)

Looking out for you.

They want 
to put 

Wall Street 
in charge of 

my
electric bill?

Giving Thanks
As this year draws to a close, I am taking time to reflect 

on the past year.  This year, even though the economy has 
been poor to say the least, I still can see a lot of good things.  
The Economy is starting to see some recovery.  The growing 
season has been favorable and the harvest is finally being 
realized, after a very wet October.  

The yields should be record setting for beans and corn.  
We had a fairly mild summer, which helped us keep our 
energy usage down and hopefully this Indian Summer we 
are experiencing so far this November, continues.  We have 
seen a fair amount of economic growth and hope this con-
tinues as well.   And as always, we have our families to be 
thankful for, they are the constant force that drives our lives 
and gives us purpose. 

From our family at Cedar-Knox PPD to yours, have a 
bountiful Thanksgiving, and a wonderful Christmas.

Carol McGregor

This year, strings of light emitting di-
ode (LED) lights will brighten more Christ-
mas displays throughout the U.S. than 
ever before. LED lights now offer many 
different styles, colors and 
sizes.

There are several advan-
tages in the use of LED 
lights. New LED lights have 
an extremely long life. Un-
like standard Christmas 
lights, LED lights will dim 
toward the end of their life 
rather than burning out all 
at once. Remember trying to 
find the single burned out bulb in a set of 
Christmas lights? That’s no longer a con-
cern with LEDs 

Here are other some advantages of LED 
lights when compared to their incandes-
cent cousins. Reports have stated the life 
of LED Christmas lights to be an extraor-
dinary 100,000 hours! Another big ad-
vantage is the LED produces more light 
per watt than other types of lighting. LED 
lights are 90 percent more efficient than 
incandescent lights. For example, one set 
of conventional 100 - C9 style Christmas 

lights will use 700 watts of electricity. The 
same set replaced with the new LED lights 
(with equivalent luminescence) would use 
only 65 watts. Over the Christmas sea-

son, the new LED lights 
could save $7.50 in elec-
tric energy costs.

However, note that there 
are a couple disadvantages 
of LED lighting. Some LED 
lights are nost as bright as 
the incandescents, so if 
that is a concern for you, 
look for the new ones that 
state they are twice as 

bright as before.  Though the initial cost 
may be a concern, note that significant 
price decreases have occurred over the 
past few seasons. Plus, since the cost of 
operating of LED lights is so much lower 
than conventional lights, the purchase 
price is usually rapidly covered throught 
energy savings.

LED lights have been around for a 
while and support many special lighting 
needs, such as exit lights, flash lights, 
emergency lighting, and traffic lights. Es-

pecially over the last several years, LED 
Christmas lighting has become popular. 
As rising energy costs and environmental 
issues continue to be of greater concern, 
LED Christmas lighting offers the con-
sumer an opportunity to make a differ-
ence while saving money.

The LED Christmas light offers en-
hanced decorating inside and outside of 
the home. Christmas LED lighting can 
put new, brighter sparkle in the Christ-
mas season. Energy dollars, no longer 
needed to pay the electric bill, can now be 
spent for the more important joys that 
this season brings.

For more information on steps home-
owners can take to improve the efficiency 
of their homes, contact Cedar-Knox PPD 
or visit our website cedarknoxppd.com 
and click on the “Home Energy Suite” to 
access very useful information.

Cedar-Knox PPD wants you to get the 
most energy value for your money. It costs 
far less to save energy than it does to 
build a new power plant to generate ad-
ditional power.

“Let LEDs brighten your Christmas!”

To help you brighten your Christmas with LED 
Christmas lights, we held a random drawing of 
all of our residential customers and here is a 
list of our winners, who won a set of LED Christ-
mas lights. Congratulations

Please come into our office to pick up your LED 
Christmas Lights, by December 15th. Merry 
Christmas.

Are rising energy costs increasing your 
anxiety level? Have you thought about 
what steps you might take to offset those 
rising costs and wondered just how effec-
tive those steps may be? For example, 
have you been curious at how much 
money you could save by changing your 
thermostat setting or by adding storm 
windows to your home?

Now you can determine your cost sav-
ings with just as few clicks of your com-
puter mouse. 

Check it out on our website cedark-
noxppd.com, just click on the link to 
“Home Energy Suite” which is available to 
you 24/7 in the comfort of your home. 
The calculator’s quick, one-screen form 
asks about a dozen questions about your 
home. Simply click to indicate your 
home’s approximate square footage, age, 
number of occupants, heating/cooling 
system fuel type, and several other vari-
ables. Then hit “Calculate” to get an esti-
mate of the monthly and annual energy 

use and costs for your “base house.”
Now the fun begins. What changes 

to your home would you like to consid-
er? Learn how some of the more popu-
lar energy efficient items/activities can 
save you money:

Programmable thermostats
Heat pumps
Insulation
Weather stripping
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFL’s)
Storm windows
Numerous other options

By clicking on various options you can 
determine the potential annual energy 
and cost savings of each measure, based 
on your current electric rates (or fuel 
costs) and local weather. Once you have a 
feel for your home’s energy costs and 
what various changes might save, it’s 
time to take a big-picture look at overall 
home energy usage. Click the “Chart” 
button, and you’ll see a pie chart with the 

percentage break-down of total annual 
energy use by appli-
ance or system type 
for your home.

Another popular 
feature is the Library. 
Over 30,000 pieces of 
information are locat-
ed within the Library 
to help explain all the 
energy-related things 
you have ever won-
dered about – like 
technologies, conser-

vation practices, or simply steps to take 
that will make your home more energy ef-
ficient. 

So, there you have it. Try this new on-
line tool next time you are surfing the In-
ternet. Cedar-Knox PPD wants you to get 
the most energy value for your money. It 
costs far less to save energy than it does 
to build a new power plant to generate 
additional power.

“Let Your Computer Help You Save Energy”

Reminder:
If you are unable to pay your bill by the due date, be 

sure to call our office with payment arrangements. By 
doing so, you can avoid unnecessary collection at-

tempts and associated charges.  We are willing to work 
with you - just give us a call at

Doug Munter 
Craig Ebberson 
Roger Becker 
Ron Suing 
Larry Stallbaum 
Rod F Lammers 
Daniel Sudbeck 
Mark Noecker 

Aaron Suing 
Kim Johnson 
Dennis Promes 
Doyle Folck 
Walter Wiebelhaus 
Richard Wortmann

LED CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS WINNERS

go to
cedarknoxppd.com

Turkey Sausage Stuffing
1 pound turkey breakfast 
sausage 
2 cups chopped onion 
1 French bread loaf cut 
   into 1 inch cubes 
2 cups chopped celery 
¼ cup chopped fresh parsley 
½ teaspoon dried thyme 
½ teaspoon dried sage 
½ teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup turkey or chicken stock

In large skillet, over medium high heat, sauté turkey sausage and 
onion 5 to 7 minutes or until sausage is no longer pink.  Drain.  In a large 
bowl combine turkey sausage mixture, bread cubes, celery, parsley, 
thyme, sage and salt and pepper.  Add turkey stock to moisten.  Lightly 
spray 9x12 inch baking pan or casserole dish with vegetable spray.  Cov-
er and bake at 350 degrees F oven for 45 minutes.

Stuffing can also be baked in a microwave oven for approximately 15 
minutes.

RECIPE CORNER

402-254-6291 or 800-891-5196






