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RATE INCREASE LIKELY INEVITABLE 

IMPORTANT IRRIGATION REMINDERS

As Cedar-Knox Public Power District (CKPPD) and other utilities plan for the future, electric rates across the country are expected to face 
continued upward pressure in the coming years. While reliability remains the top priority, the cost of providing dependable electricity is 
increasing due to several major factors affecting the energy industry.

One of the largest drivers is the need for new electric generation and infrastructure to meet growing demand. Expanding use of 
electricity across nearly every sector of the economy including industrial facilities, hydrogen and ammonia production, artificial 
intelligence (AI), data centers, homes, agricultural and processing, and ethanol manufacturing — is placing additional load on the electric 
grid and increasing the need for new generation and infrastructure investments. Our wholesale power provider Nebraska Public Power 
District (NPPD) must invest in new generation resources, substations, and system upgrades to ensure there is enough power available 
during periods of peak demand.

Transmission infrastructure is another growing expense. As the electric grid evolves, utilities must build and upgrade transmission lines to move electricity more 
efficiently and reliably across regions. Aging infrastructure also requires modernization to improve system resilience during storms and extreme weather events.

Inflation continues to add pressure as well. The cost of construction for new generators, materials, transformers, poles, wire, fuel, and labor has risen significantly 
over the past several years. Utilities are experiencing higher expenses in nearly every area of operating and maintaining the electric system.

One tool helping manage costs is the use of interruptible electric rates. These programs allow large loads or irrigators to reduce power consumption during times 
of peak demand in exchange for lower electric rates. By lowering system demand during critical periods, interruptible programs can help reduce the need for 
additional generation and infrastructure investments, ultimately benefiting all consumers by helping control overall system costs.

While CKPPD will continue using diligence to keep electricity affordable, electric rates are likely to see modest annual increases over the next several years. CKPPD 
and NPPD remain committed to balancing affordability with the investments necessary to maintain a reliable, resilient, and dependable electric system for the future.

New System
As a reminder, CKPPD is utilizing a new load control system this year.  We 
expect the system to perform well, but we ask for your patience as we work 
through the learning process and promptly resolve any challenges that may 
occur.  Thank you.

Radio Colors
•	 If your control radio on your system has a GREEN light, this means your system 

has power to the unit.

•	 If your control radio has RED light, this means your system is under control

Hotline (402) 254-6322
Our irrigation hotline continues to be available for all irrigators.  This is a 
great resource to use as we try to update with pertinent information such 
as anticipated hours of control, which groups will be controlled, future 
projections, and more.

Texting
While our texting program is different this year, we hope to continue to 
enhance it with our new system in future years.  To sign up, please call the 
office at (402) 254-6291 or fill out the form at https://cedarknoxppd.com/
irrigation/text-sign-up/.  Once you are signed up, you will remain signed up 
for future years, until you opt out. 

If you opt out at any time and wish to begin the texting again, you must text 
‘unstop’ OR ‘restart’ to 1-877-403-3040.  Texting is now a FREE service 
offered by CKPPD.

After Hours Troubleshooting
Should you have any issues with your radio control unit after control hours, 
please 402-254-6291 or 800-891-5196 and press ‘Option 3’.  Your call will 
be routed directly to a load control program operator that can help you with 
your irrigation radio control unit.

If you are missing a phase or have a power issue, please use ‘Option 1’ to 
reach the linemen on call.

Every Other Day Groups
The Every Other Day Groups have been re-named:

•	 Group A is now the old ‘evens’
•	 Group B is now the old ‘odds’
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is under control
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NEW EQUIPMENT



K I T E  S A F E T Y

The CKPPD office will be closed 
on Friday, July 3rd for the 

Independence Day Holiday.
For an outage or emergency, please call 
us at (402) 254-6291. Our trouble crew 
will answer the phone and dispatch as 

needed. For billing questions, feel free to 
leave a voicemail and your message will be 

answered the next business day.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Cedar-Knox PPD is proud to announce two recipients for our Memorial Scholarship 
this year: Keaten Gilsdorf of Bloomfield and Nolan Heimes of Hartington. This is a 
two-year scholarship for $1,000 each year in the Utility Line Program at Northeast 
Community College in Norfolk. 

BUDGET BILLING

Now is a great time to sign up for our budget billing 
program.  With budget billing, the customer pays a set 
amount each month with an account settle up in June 
of each year.  Without the seasonal fluctuations in billing 
amounts, customers can avoid unwanted spikes in 
expenses and assist with budgeting.  

If your account is current and you have lived at the 
property for at least 12 months, you qualify to sign up 
for this program.  Give us a call for more information 
regarding your account or to sign up for this service.  
Additional information can also be found on our website 
at: https://cedarknoxppd.com/billing/budget-billing/.

Congratulations!  Wishing you both all the best as you begin your journey to 
become a Utility Lineman!

Keaten Gilsdorf Nolan Heimes

Keaten, the son of Nick and Tabitha 
Gilsdorf, graduated from Bloomfield High 
School and enjoys camping, hunting, 
golfing and spending time with family 
and friends.

Nolan, son of Scott and April Heimes, 
graduated from Cedar Catholic High 
School and enjoys farming, spending 
time outdoors, and being with family 
and friends.  

K I T E  S A F E T Y
Help keep kids safe by checking for overhead power lines before they 
fly kites, toys, or drones.  If your child gets one stuck in an overhead 
power line, teach them to never try to retrieve it themselves.  Call us 
and we will safely address the issue. 

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK
We use Facebook to quickly communicate to our 
customers. Like and follow us on Facebook to be sure 
you are informed of important news. 


