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REDUCING THE RISK OF WILDFIRES
Gone are the days when wildfires were 
primarily confined to the western United 
States. Rising temperatures, prolonged 
drought and shifting weather patterns are 
creating dangerous conditions in places 
that historically experienced few major 
fires. Today, more than 30 states, including 
Nebraska, face elevated wildfire risk. The 
reality is clear: wildfire risk is no longer 
regional—it is national. And it demands 
action from all of us.

Recently, central and western Nebraska suffered devastating losses as 
wildfires raged out of control. When the flames were finally extinguished, we 
breathed a collective sigh of relief—thanks to the tireless efforts of the men 
and women who worked around the clock to bring them under control. 

Here at Cedar-Knox Public Power District, protecting our customers 
and the communities we serve is one of our highest priorities. As we 
recognize National Wildfire Awareness Month in May, we want you to 
know that wildfire mitigation is not seasonal work for us. It is a year-round 
commitment embedded in how we operate and invest in our local system.

One of the most important ways we reduce wildfire threats is through 
our comprehensive vegetation management program. Overgrown trees 
and power lines are a dangerous combination, particularly during dry and 
windy conditions. Throughout the year, CKPPD crews proactively patrol our 

lines, perform maintenance work, and also trim and remove vegetation that 
could come into contact with power lines and other critical infrastructure. 
This work requires planning and coordination with property owners when 
necessary. While it may not always be visible, it is an effective tool we have 
to prevent fire ignition and maintain reliable electricity.

Cedar-Knox also reduces wildfire risk through routine inspections and 
maintenance of substation equipment. Using advanced imaging tools 
such as infrared cameras, along with system analytics, we can detect 
abnormal conditions early and respond quickly. In addition, we minimize 
pole failures by following a 10-year inspection cycle that identifies and 
replaces aging or compromised poles before they fail. By investing in these 
modern technologies, CKPPD is shifting from reactive repairs to proactive 
prevention—identifying potential equipment issues early and addressing 
them before they lead to disruptive power outages.

Wildfire prevention is a shared responsibility, and we all have a role to play. 
Here are a few tips we can all follow: fully extinguish fires with water, stir 
ashes until cool, avoid burning on windy or dry days, use lawn equipment 
cautiously in hot conditions, and follow local burn bans and regulations.

Wildfires are becoming more complex and widespread, but through 
proactive system management, smart investments, sound practices, and 
community partnership, we can reduce risks and strengthen resilience.  
At Cedar-Knox PPD we take this responsibility seriously. Our customers 
depend on us not only for reliable power, but for leadership in helping to 
safeguard the communities we call home.

Electrical Safety School safety programs were presented to area fifth graders this spring. Here are some details by the numbers: 

Lessons Learned
Electricity is always searching for the 
easiest path to the ground. Be safe 
around electricity and don’t let yourself 
become the path to the ground.

Students learned to 
be safe around electricity 
by looking up & looking 
out for overhead power 

lines to how to get out of a vehicle if a line is 
touching the car (by jumping clear 50 feet to 
safety making sure to not touch the car and 
the ground at the same time).  They were also 
shown some of the tools used to safely work on 
powerlines.

Number of area 
schools 

participating.

One careless mistake 
around electricity can 
change our lives forever. 
Many electrical accidents 

can be avoided as we sometimes forget 
how dangerous electricity can be. Teaching 
children to be safe around electricity is a 
priority of Cedar Knox. 
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In May, we recognize National Electrical Safety Month to raise 
awareness about reducing electrically related fires, injuries and 
fatalities.  Here are a few important safety tips to keep in mind:

•	 Never use electrical equipment near water.

•	 Check all light bulbs to 
ensure the wattage is 
safe and suitable for the 
fixture.

•	 Extension cords are for 
temporary use only; never 
run them under rugs, 
through walls, or across 
doorways.

•	 Do not plug too many 
devices into a single 
outlet or power strip.

CELEBRATING MILESTONE SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES

35 Years

35 Years

25 Years

Tim Loberg – Operations Coordinator 
Tim has dedicated 35 years to Cedar-
Knox PPD, building a reputation for 
reliability, teamwork, and a strong 
work ethic. His past experience on 
the crew and steady leadership have 
played an important role in day to 
day success and have made him a 
trusted resource for both the crew 
and management.

Corey Fischer – Staking Engineer 
With an exceptional 35 years of service—
including 21 years as a Staking Engineer, 
Corey brings extensive knowledge and 
experience to every project. His unwavering 
commitment to customer service, problem-
solving skills, and genuine willingness to 
support others have made a lasting and 
meaningful impact on Cedar-Knox’s success.

Forrest Dendinger – Substation Technician 
Forrest is celebrating a remarkable 25 years 
of service, including 8 years as a Substation 
Technician. Throughout his career, he has 
consistently demonstrated professionalism, 
dedication, and a strong sense of responsibility.  
His consistent excellence as a Substation 
Technician and dependable nature have made  
him a valued and trusted member of the team.

We are proud to recognize three valued team members for their 
outstanding years of service and dedication to Cedar-Knox PPD. 
This month, Tim Loberg, Corey Fischer, and Forrest Dendinger, 
are reaching milestones that reflect decades of hard work, 
commitment, and professionalism. Throughout their career, they 
have consistently demonstrated commitment to their roles as 
linemen and have made meaningful contributions to Cedar-Knox 
PPD. Thank you to Tim, Corey, and Forrest for your many years of 
service. We sincerely appreciate all that you do and congratulate 
you on these well-deserved milestones.

POLE TESTING – KNOX COUNTY

Global Utility Services, an independent contractor will soon begin annual pole testing 
on behalf of Cedar-Knox PPD.  The area to be tested this year is depicted in the map 
above, including poles within the Village of Wausa.

By performing pole inspections, poles that pose a potential issue can be proactively 
identified.  This allows us to replace them before they fail, possibly preventing an 
unplanned outage.

Please keep in mind as a contractor, Global Utility Services will be driving their 
own vehicles, which may include white trucks and four-wheelers.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please give our office a call at (402)254-6291.

The CKPPD Office will be closed Monday, May 25th for Memorial Day.

Summer Hours will begin May 26th and will run until Labor Day. Crew and Office Hours for the summer are 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

If you have an outage or emergency after business hours, be sure to call 402.254.6291 or 1.800.891.5196. You must dial one of 
these numbers to reach our linemen on call or to leave a message for the billing department. Thank you!
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